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T h e  P a r i s h  o f  T h r e e  S a i n t s  
 St Christopher, Lympsham St Michael, Brent Knoll St Mary, East Brent 

Contacts Baptisms  
To arrange a Baptism, contact the Rector or Church 
Administrator.   
Please also see Church of England website for more 
information- www.churchofenglandchristenings.org 

Weddings 
Weddings can be arranged by contacting our Church 
Administrator who will discuss, with you, availability of dates 
and times, also talk with you about the qualifying 
connection you must have with the Parish and to take your 
contact details. 
You will then be contacted by The Rector to arrange a 
mutually convenient time to meet to discuss your 
commitment and requirements. 
Please also see Church of England website for more 
information- www.yourchurchwedding.org 

Funerals 
Your chosen Funeral Director will contact our Church 
Administrator or Rector to arrange your requirements. 
                                    ******************* 
Visit our website – 
www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk 
Facebook: TPOTS 
Twitter: @TPOTS6 

Rector of The Benefice of Three Saints 
Reverend Kevin Wright 

The Rectory, 3 Ash Trees, East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4DQ 
Tel 01278 760844   or Mobile 07764 170463   

e-mail - priest.tpots@gmail.com 
Friday is the Vicar's day of rest 

Church Administrator – Mrs Carole Carter 
Church Office, Church Road, East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4HZ 

Tel 01278 769082 
e-mail office.tpots@gmail.com 

Office is open Monday, Wednesday & Friday 10.00 – 1.00  
Website www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk 

Churchwardens 
St Michael’s, Brent Knoll 
Frances James 01278 760287 
Mike Smith 01278 760691 / mjbsmith87@gmail.com 

Church Treasurer – Contact Church Office 
01278 769082 /  office.tpots@gmail.com 

 
PCC Secretary – Mrs Carole Carter 

01278 769082 / office.tpots@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 
July 
 In Church Online 
4th   10am Eucharist 

St Michael’s, Brent Knoll  
 

11th  10am Eucharist 
St Christopher’s, Lympsham 

Reading, Prayer and 
Reflection  

18th  8am BCP Holy 
Communion 
St Christopher’s 

10am Eucharist 
St Mary’s, East 
Brent 

  

25th  
James, The Apostle 

10am Eucharist 
St Michael’s, 
Brent Knoll  

4pm 
Picnic/Forest 
Church  
venue tba 

 

Above services are subject to change, please check the website for latest news. 
For full details and updates please go to www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk and look 
on church noticeboards. 
  Kevin Wright 
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METHODIST CHURCH (www.brentknollmethodistchurch.com) 

Minister Revd. Steve Bennett 

Our Church doors finally opened for worship at Pentecost back in May.  I was unable to 
attend this service, which was led by our own Rev Margaret Trapp, so I would like share with 
you the words which she wrote regarding our re-opening in our Methodist Circuit magazine.  
Margaret writes: 
“When I was a child, we had a regular round of visits to various relations in the 
neighbourhood.  We always looked forward to these occasions and to the variety of 
afternoon teas which different aunts provided.  I’m sure that my mother enjoyed the 
opportunity to chat with her sisters-in-law while we children played with our cousins in the 
local park, but there was also a certain tension in visiting the aunt who was particularly 
house proud and had the dustpan and brush always at the ready to follow any too carefree 
child!  I was reminded of this experience when we at last reopened our doors for worship. 
It said WELCOME on the door but as you entered there was the array of official notices : 
“Wear a mask“; “sanitise your hands“; “Maintain social distance“; etc, etc. 
It’s all very strange!  However, we have had our first opportunity to worship together again 
and that was at Pentecost, the birthday of the church, and so a very fitting occasion to make 
a new start.  As I know that you have all found, one of the hardest things is that we can’t 
stand up and sing.  (So much for “ Born in Song - his people have always been singing!).  I 
had wondered how we would manage this, so in preparation for the day, I had asked other 
churches how they were doing things and had visited Brean and East Brent to experience 
“worship during covid” for myself.  So, thank you to their church stewards who made me 
welcome.  I can now understand better what a responsibility you have all taken on.  Thank 
you too to all those who have helped make our reopening possible: to Steve who conducted 
the risk assessment; to Claraine, who arranged the deep clean, the pat tests and helped me 
with stewarding; to Ronny, who checked the sound system and replaced the batteries and 
made welcome notices; to Chris who printed and laminated the official notices; to Gill who 
has looked after our finances throughout and got the music machine going as if we had 
never been away; and finally many thanks to Janet and Rodney, who have faithfully called in 
each week to flush the water system and check that all was well.  Rosemary and I are very 
grateful that everyone has been so supportive, and although I know that some who would 
like to be with us cannot do so yet for health or family reasons, we are all still part of one 
church family and we can still pray together.  It is good that we are able to meet together 
again and we will continue to do so.  Although we may be very few in number; we can learn 
from the experience and look for guidance as to our future, trusting in the promise of 
Pentecost that the Spirit will be with us and will lead us.  One of the good things about 
reading the hymns instead of singing them is that we have been able to think more about the 
meaning of the words and often use them in our prayers and this is a verse from Hymn 398: 
‘May the Spirit fill our praise, guide our thoughts and change our ways. 
God in Christ has come to stay, Live tomorrow’s life today’. 
Our love and prayers for you all, Margaret.” 
I have nothing to add to Margaret's eloquent words, except to say a HUGE thank you to all 
those who have taken and will continue to take our services during this difficult time and who 
have kept us worshipping.  And may I reiterate Margaret's words, thanking all those 
members of our church family who attend the church now that it's open, and to all those who 
keep it going. 
At the time of writing, the relaxing of lockdown has been delayed, but Summer seems to 
have finally arrived.  From all of us here at Brent Knoll, may we wish you all a safe and 
relaxing Summer.  Whether you are taking a break or remaining at home, we will continue to 
hold you in our prayers.  God bless. Rosemary Krull 
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We never forget 
you have a choice
Our new showroom at East Brent has been 
designed to give customers the chance to 
review our extensive product range in a 
relaxed, peaceful environment. Unfortunately 
we cannot open the showroom fully until 
restrictions are lifted but we can offer you 
the option of a virtual tour or a visit by 
appointment. Please ring us for more details.

8 Mill Batch Farm, East Brent, 
Near Highbridge, TA9 4JN
Tel: 01278 760616 / 01749 671431
hello@thekingfisherfamily.com     
www.thekingfisherfamily.com



Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

Computer Problems? We come to you!
Services include:
• Problem Solving & Repairs • Broadband Problems • iPhone/iPad help
• Virus/Spyware Removal • Performance Improvement • Upgrades
• New PC Systems • Wireless Networking • Websites

Serving home & business users for over 15 years                                                           Est. 1996 

SHORT NOTICE VISITS OFTEN POSSIBLE   •   EVENINGS & WEEKENDS ALSO AVAILABLE

Mobile engineers covering Burnham, Highbridge, W-s-M  
and surrounding villages

Engineer: 07973 536299
Office: 01278 787846 
E-mail enquiry: sales@e-cps.co.uk

www.e-cps.co.uk

T R U - C L E A N 
W I N D  W

C L E A N I N G

Domes�c & commercial windows
 
Conservatory roofs
 
Solar panels

Power washing
 

UPVC restora�on 

Gu�er / fascia / soffit cleaning 

Tel: 07378 194141 
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News from the Parish Council  
Meeting in June 
The Parish Council returns to face to face meetings in June, unfortunately our first one is 
after the deadline for the Brent Knoll News: the report will appear in the next issue. 
Contact the Clerk for any Council matters  
 Owen J Cullwick, Tel No. 07917 445 215 clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk 
Toddlers  -  The Toys’ Summer Holiday: 

Some of the toys have never travelled so far before, and some of us have never 
seen the sea except in picture books.  This time we ALL went to the seaside and 
it was a real adventure to go on a Summer Holiday. 
On the first day we woke up really early and went straight down to the beach to 
paddle in the sea.  We loved the sound of the sea and the feel of the tide, except 

our fur paws took longer to dry than the dolls’ toes and Jemima Puddle Duck’s feet.  
Ducks have webbed feet which are perfect in water.   
We had many trips to the beach - we loved looking into the rockpools where we saw tiny 
crabs and fish; the more we looked into these hidden underwater worlds, the more we 
saw.  We built sandcastles decorated with shells and pebbles collected from the beach, 
and we had ice creams with chocolate flakes.  We only had one day of rain, when we 
made a sea life picture with colourful fish, bright orange crabs and jellyfish made out of 
pink tissue paper.  Perhaps you would like to make a picture too? 
We also went to a Nature Reserve with a very large pond where Jemima Puddle Duck 
met lots of her friends and some of her cousins.  One mummy duck was teaching her five 
baby ducklings how to swim, so Jemima was really excited to be able to help them with 
their swimming lessons. 
We came home with lots of happy memories and one very special item; a large shell.  
When you hold it to your ear you can still hear the sound of the sea. 
Birthdays in July: William on 3rd, Molly on 8th, Luna on 9th and Ruth on 30th.  Just one 
birthday in August: Georgia on 29th. A very “Happy Birthday” to you all. 
At the time of writing, we are still unable to re-start Toddlers or make future plans.  We 
look forward to the day we can see each other again. 
We wish you and your families wonderful Summer Holidays full of new adventures.  Keep 
well and stay safe. The Teddies (with some help from the dolls) 

Sedgemoor North West Beat Team 
 
 
 
PCSO 7675 Sam Piers  
07889 655184 
Sam.piers@avonandsomers
et.police.uk  
 

 
 
 
PC 2357 Tracey Jones 
07889 657944 
Tracey.jones@avonandsom
erset.police.uk  

 
 
PCSO 8338 Steve Hemmett 
07889 655212 
Stephen.hemmett@avonand
somerset.police.uk  

Just for Fun  
Newspapers often quote articles found in other papers, sometimes internationally.  One such 
came with a translation of the Finnish original and a copy of the actual paper so that the title 
could be copied accurately.  Someone thought it would be good to add the identity of the 
journalist as well, so quoted the name below the article, “Jatkuu Seuraavalla Sivulla.”  A reader 
pointed out that this was not the author’s name but the Finnish for, “Continued on the next 
page.”! John Page 
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Bishop’s letter - God’s gift to humankind 
The leaves of the trees will be for the healing of the nations.  Rev. 22.2 
A few days spent recently in the Lakes, gave us a much anticipated opportunity to 
visit the new RHS garden, Bridgewater, near Manchester.  Created in the ruins of the 
much overgrown walled garden of a long gone great house, the garden is the result of 
co-operation between the RHS and the City Council. 
While the Paradise Garden, with its pools and flowing water, reminded me of the river 
of life in the Revelation, it was the therapeutic garden which captured my imagination.  
A number of charities working in inner Manchester with people whose lives are deeply 
affected by issues of mental health and social deprivation had approached the RHS to 
explore the possibility of creating a working garden to be grown and maintained by 
the various communities involved.  The result is stunning both visually and mentally. 
To aid the development, the partners decided to allocate some of their limited 
financial resources towards the appointment of a full time occupational therapeutic 
gardener.  Talking with her and reading the display boards around the garden, we 
discovered that, for many of those involved, not only was this their first experience of 
gardening but more importantly the physical work and interaction is giving them a 
hope and purpose in life in ways that nothing else had been able to achieve. 
The Revelation speaks of a world transformed and made new by God; the very stuff 
of the earth, trees and water, bringing new life to what was tired and old.  The 
Scriptures remind us that the earth is God’s gift to humankind, to be tended and 
cherished; to be used for the good of all. 
But let the last word be that of the therapeutic gardener, “we can care for others; we 
can care for the earth.  All we need is a vision and the will.” 
With my blessing Trevor Willmott, Assistant Bishop, Diocese of Bath and Wells 

2021 “200+ Club” June Draw 
The June Summer Sizzler draw was made at the June Parish Hall Committee meeting 
held on the Mary Frost Patio.  The winning numbers were:- 
 

June No. Prize Name   
First Prize 355  £   60 Mr P. Rolfe c/o Station Road Brent Knoll 
Second Prize 275 £   40 Mrs P. Mace Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Third Prize 311 £   40 Mr J. Dennett Burton Row Brent Knoll 
Fourth Prize 255 £   20 Mrs J. Milton Brent Corner Brent Knoll 
Fifth Prize 285 £   20 Mr J. Wootton Harp Road Brent Knoll 
Sixth Prize 325 £   20 Mr G. Francis The Causeway Mark 
Seventh Prize 86 £   16 Mrs P. Page Battleborough Lane Brent Knoll 
Eighth Prize 331 £   16 Mr R.H. Cotgrove South Brent Close Brent Knoll 
Ninth Prize 36  £   12 Mrs A.K. Mages South Brent Close Brent Knoll 
Tenth Prize 313 £   12 Mr & Mrs A.R. Evans Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Eleventh Prize 233 £   10 Miss E.L. Smith Cotham Lawn Bristol 
Twelfth Prize 306 £   10 Mr A. Kinder Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Thirteenth Prize 196 £     8 Mr & Mrs J.P. Dickson Hill Lane Brent Knoll 
Fourteenth Prize 287 £     8 Mr & Mrs M. Smith South Brent Close Brent Knoll 
Fifteenth Prize 49 £     6 Mrs J.E. Driscoll The Willows Brent Knoll 
Sixteenth Prize 68 £     6 Mr & Mrs P.G. Reading Crooked Lane Brent Knoll 
Thank you to everyone who has supported the Parish Hall by joining the 200+ Club.  This 
will help make sure that our Parish Hall continues to meet the needs of our local 
community and remain at it’s heart. Bob Filmer, “200+ Club” Co-ordinator 
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Sedgemoor District Council fund a not-for-profit 
loan scheme for homeowners and landlords*.

We understand the expense of maintaining 
your home and we work with you to take the 

stress out of funding repairs, improvements or 
adaptations.

We see you as an individual, not a credit score. 
Our knowledgeable team of advisers will guide 
you through the process of applying for a home 

improvement loan.

For a no-obligation assessment 
or more information visit 

www.lendology.org.uk or call 01823 461099

Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU

*subject to eligibility

Family-owned Local Qualified Florist

Friendly, Personalised Service
Arrangements, Bouquets & Gifts

Weddings • Funerals • All Special Occasions
Same Day Local & Nationwide Deliveries

Interflora Member

Tel: 01278 784446
www.rosemarysflorist.co.uk

5 Regent Street, Burnham-on-Sea TA8 1AX

ROSEMARY’S FLORIST
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ALL YOUR
UNDERGROUND TANKS AND DRAINAGE

PRODUCTS
Septic Tanks

Pumping Station
Sewage Treatment Plants

Cesspools
Rainwater Recycling Units

OTHER SERVICES
Free Consultation

Tank and Drainage Installation
Servicing and Breakdown on

Pumping Stations, Treatment Systems etc.
Bespoke Tanks Designed and Manufactured

Exemption/Discharge Obtained
After Sales Support

Tel: 01278 455655
donb@a-tanks.co.uk
www.a-tanks.co.uk

• Work skills
• Career development
• Training
• Apprenticeships
• Hobby interests

FREE Level 3s*
No cost courses*

Learner Loans*
Payment plans*

*T&Cs apply.

COURSES FOR 
ADULTS

ENROL NOW!

BRINGING OUT YOUR BEST    www.btc.ac.uk
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Will You back Our Community Shop? 
About a year ago, Brent Knoll lost both its Post Office and then its village shop.  And then 
along came Covid 19! 
But a consultation survey had revealed a massive support for the idea of a community shop 
to replace the village shop and to take on the challenge of restoring Post Office services and 
providing a community hub. 
A team of volunteers took up that challenge, and has been running a profitable community 
shop ever since – with regular Covid permitted community events, like coffee mornings. 
That team of volunteers has now been established as a Community Benefit Society under 
the auspices of the Plunkett Foundation and the Financial Conduct Authority.  They have 
also won national acclaim, being heralded as a national case-study by the Plunkett 
Foundation and featured by BBC Radio 4’s “World Tonight” programme. 
They were able to open and run the Community Shop with the support and assistance of 
Caroline Chennells, the owner of the closed village shop.  But her home and shop are now 
up for sale, and the focus is on finding the right permanent shop location for the future. 
This coincides with Brent Knoll Community Shop Limited’s legal requirement to launch a 
share-issue to create a membership of shareholders and to stage its first Annual Members’ 
Meeting by the end of July.  This step is not about raising a target sum of money, it is much 
more about getting as many Brent Knoll villagers as possible to become voting shareholders 
in their Community Shop! 
Why should You say “YES”? 
Brent Knoll’s Community Shop is one of more than 300 village shops that have been helped 
and advised by the Plunkett Foundation.  They have a success level of more than 90%, and 
our village venture is delivering a consistently profitable return. 
More importantly, the Community Shop is providing a vital service to many in Brent Knoll – 
which has no bus service – and is providing a community hub. 
Both customers and volunteers are benefiting from our Community Shop, which is also 
supporting a growing number of local suppliers of quality fresh foods.  
This is the essence of what our Community Shop is about - providing a village hub for 
villagers to have access to everything they need, with the accent on local! 
If you have attended, or just driven past, one of the monthly out-door coffee and cake 
mornings, you will have seen the buzz of people enjoying a gossip – even under Covid rules.  
Just collecting their daily newspaper is giving many a chance to chat with fellow customers 
and an enthusiastic team of volunteers. 
A Community Shop is not a commercial business.  It must be financially viable, of course, 
and being staffed by unpaid volunteers makes this possible.  But it is also a community 
service – whether that is providing the opportunity for social contact, supporting local events 
by selling tickets, or helping local charity ventures like the Church fund. 
Plunkett Foundation research also reveals that villages with a community shop get a range 
of other benefits, from having a shared interest among residents who may not otherwise 
have contact with one-another, to seeing increased property values. 
But the original community consultation survey also highlighted the demand to restore our 
lost Post Office services.  The success of our Community Shop is the only platform that will 
enable us to achieve that objective – which remains high on the agenda. 
If the community does not back the Community Shop, that will also be the end of any hope of 
restoring Post Office services or of providing the planned village coffee-shop community hub. 
If you just live in the village and commute elsewhere, this may not seem important.  But to so 
many in Brent Knoll, this would be a disaster. 
Backing Brent Knoll’s Community Shop is like accepting your invitation to a Covid 
vaccination:  it’s not just about you – it’s also about your neighbours! David Sturgess 
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R. MILLARD
 SON

PROP. A.L. HOLLEY

6 Springfield Road
Highbridge TA9 3AH

Tel 01278 793078
24 hour Personal Service

Private Chapel of Rest

Pre-paid Funerals
Arranged

Memorials Supplied

LONGEST ESTABLISHED
FAMILYRUN FUNERAL
BUSINESS IN THE AREA

CHELSEA FARM 
Flowers and Plants 
HARP RD, BRENT KNOLL, 
TA9 4HQ TEL: 01278 760480 

PLANTS - HANGING 
BASKETS - BEDDING 

OPEN 10-4 
Contact / Order: 

 
Chelsea-Farm-Flowers-and-Plants 

 
chelseafarmcentreltd@gmail.com 
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CHIMNEY SWEEP
ROB HEMBROW

ESTABLISHED OVER 20 YEARS
01934 732998
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Quarantine in Burnham in 1921 
A hundred years ago, my mother was at school in Burnham.  The family lived in 
Cornwall and she had been home schooled until the age of twelve.  This was 
considered OK for girls but when her younger brother reached school age, it was 
considered essential that he received a proper education.  So he was sent to a boys’ 
boarding school in Burnham.  At the same time, my grandparents thought that the 
girls should go to school as well, and the simplest solution was for them to go to a day 
school in Burnham.  The whole family, minus my grandfather who was posted 
overseas as an army doctor, took lodgings at Hillview in Burnham where they had fine 
views of the Knoll from their back windows. 
We have just unearthed a letter that my mother wrote to her father, which reveals that 
quarantine was taken seriously in those days. 
Sunday Feb 20th 1921. Hill View, Burnham on Sea 
Darling Daddy 
Our colds are nearly well now.  Mummy went to Dr Berry yesterday and got us an 
awful cough mixture.  I think it is the same kind as you got for Aingie up at the fort, 
when he had whooping cough.  We have got to take it three times a day, in water.  I 
do hope it will get upset or something.  It is Aingie’s Sunday to come out today, but 
they won’t let him come into the house, because they have made a rule that, as there 
are a good many diseases in the town, no boy shall be allowed to go into any 
building.  ……. Best love from your ever loving, June 
It is worth remembering that a hundred years ago, diphtheria, pneumonia, scarlet 
fever, whooping cough and polio were all potentially fatal illnesses for which no 
treatment or vaccine was available.  Furthermore, memories of the recent 1918/19 flu 
pandemic, that killed more people than died in WW1 conflict, will have been strong. 
  Ged Keele 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Front Cover Photo  -   
Thanks to Ria for this month’s front cover picture. Bob 



16

BRENT KNOLL NEWS JULY/AUGUST

16 
 

Women’s Institute 
At last, I am able to write something in the Brent Knoll News and to be able to 
tell members that we will be holding our first meeting at the Parish Hall on 
Wednesday, 11th August, at 2.30pm.  We don’t normally meet in August, but 
we thought it would be nice to get together and have a good chat over tea and 

cakes.  After all, it has been over a year since we last met.  We will ,of course, adhere to the 
Covid precautions.  We do hope you will be able to come.  Meetings with speakers will start 
in September, and our Annual Meeting will be in November. 
Looking forward to seeing you all in August. Jackie and the Committee 

WI Craft Group 
We hope that, as more things eventually open up, we will be able to resume meetings, 
maybe in September, as our WI gets back to normal meetings too. 
Our members and others continue to knit hats and scarves for Seafarers as well as blankets 
for both premature babies and adults with dementia, for which they and us are grateful. 
Somerset WI has now picked up the lap blankets, which will be given to local care homes 
and special schools, both as lap blankets or as bed identifiers.  One blanket has been given 
to a 10 year old boy in hospital as a comfort blanket. 
I have also been given a lovely selection of knitted clowns and other soft toys, which I am 
sure will be loved by a young person in a special school. 
We are also working on ideas for the arts and crafts event at St. Michael’s church next year. 
If anyone is having itchy fingers and would like to knit for a worthwhile cause, please contact 
me and I should be able to help with patterns, wool etc. Margaret Smith 01278 760691 

Pastoral Care Groups 
The Alzheimer and Dementia Carer group has been meeting monthly on a Monday 
afternoon through Zoom and now is meeting on the 3rd Monday of the month (except 
August) at a house in East Brent.  If anyone is interested in joining them, please phone Carla 
Searle on 01278 760041 or email geoffreysl@aol.com. 
Mrs Kim Wilcox the village agent, also attends the meetings. 
COM-FOR-TEA - Comfort Group  -  Open to everyone.  Offering a place to meet and share 
cares and joys, build friendship and beat loneliness.  Being ourselves and sharing 
refreshments.  In confidence and privacy.  Tel Dot 01278 760600 for details. 
Bereaved Friends Group 
As the name suggests, this is a friendly group, that meets once a month, on the fourth 
Thursday of each month at 2.30.pm.  We hope to resume the group in September as more 
restrictions are eased and we all get back to feeling comfortable in others homes. 
What we all have in common, is the loss of a loved one, be it a family member or a close 
friend, whose passing has left a great gap in our lives.  We recognise that, whether the loss 
was recent or some time ago, bereavement is a traumatic experience, and it can take time 
and support from others for recovery to begin.  The Bereaved Friends Group can help 
provide this support.  You are most welcome to contact us to find out more and hopefully 
feel encouraged to come along. 
Tel Margaret 01278 760691 for details. 
The Parish of Three Saints Pastoral Care team has also been busy keeping an eye on 
people in the community. 
Parents of those recently baptised in our parish, have also been emailed to say that we are 
thinking of them, and given links to online services, contact details etc. 
If there is anyone who would value a chat, please contact Anthony on 07701 081077 or 
email lpacare.tpots@gmail.co.uk. Margaret Smith, 01278 760691 
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Misted Up Double Glazed 
Unit Replacement

Broken Glass Repairs

New Work

Mirrors

Telephone
MOBILE 07539 291804

TELEPHONE 01278 794510
EMAIL jammer13@hotmail.co.uk

Azure
Plumbing And Heating 

07446 433 149
 azurepandh@gmail.com
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Your Local Funeral Services
Burnham Funeral Services

Burnham

01278 588 117
97 Oxford Street, TA8 1EW

We are here to help 24 hours a day

Richard Marsh Funeral Services
Highbridge

01278 588 216
98 Church Street, TA9 3HR

www.burnhamfuneralservicesltd.co.uk www.richardmarshfuneralservices.co.uk
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Brent Knoll House Histories 
European Heritage Year 1975 W. I. Book – 55 
As mentioned last month, it was in 1917 that Elizabeth Frost, wife of Albert Frost, and who 
was commonly known as Betsy, eventually died, aged 81.  Now both Oliver and his sister, 
Kate Jane, became owners of half the estate each, which also meant that each was liable for 
half the outstanding mortgage of £860.  However, before we look at what happened in the 
twentieth century, there are a few more items that pertain to the nineteenth century. 
In 1880, Kate Jane had married Albert Daunton, youngest son of a family living in The Elms, 
Edithmead, when she was nineteen years old.  She had been a member of the choir at St. 
Michael’s church, Brent Knoll, which is where the ceremony took place, with the bride 
“attired in a dress of white cashmere trimmed with brouche and orange blossoms.”  It was 
noted that “it was a source of regret to know that the bells of the parish church are so much 
out of order as to render it impossible to send forth a joyous peal, but, in substitution, the 
bells of the Highbridge church were rung throughout the day in honour of the event”!  
However, as early as 1881, she is back living with her brother and mother and described as a 
widow.  I have not been able to find the cause of her husband’s death, though his death is 
registered in the third quarter of 1880, less than half a year after his marriage to Kate Jane.  
However, four years later, in 1885, Kate Jane married again, this time to John Hawkings. 
Meanwhile, Kate’s brother Oliver had been married in 1881 to Maria Arney.  Oddly, this 
wedding does not appear to have been recorded in the press, though it is likely that Maria 
was the daughter of Jesse and Sarah Arney of Watchfield.  Notably, some of the Arney family 
were present at Kate Jane’s wedding, so it appears that the two families were close friends 
even before that time.  Their first child was born in 1883 (though the census records it as 
1884) and was named Margaret, according to the 1891 census, but Annie M. according to the 
1901 census.  The register of births records her as Annie Margaret, but this does show that 
you do have to be a little careful about census details.  Roland, Edith, Rupert, Lilian and Mary 
followed by 1897. 
Shortly before, when he was still only 16 years of age, it was recorded, in 1877, that the 
South Brent Jury of Sewers took their annual review of the local rhines (sic), finding them all 
in capital order, with the exception of two or three works.  As was their custom, they then 
went to the Fox and Goose “where a capital dinner awaited them, served by Hostess Popham 
in her usual good style…At the conclusion of the repast, various loyal and complimentary 
toasts were duly honoured…interspersed with some capital songs by Messrs. Jno. Arney, 
Oliver Frost, and others. A most pleasant evening was spent.”  
In June 1888, although it does not call it the Jury of Sewers any more, I assume it is the same 
organisation which is having their annual spring view of the watercourses in this parish, 
though now they are referred to as Dyke Reeves.  Only a part of “this honourable body” met 
as, most of the rhynes (sic) being in “capital condition,” only “a part of the works were 
cleansed and inspected.”  Leading the ‘part’ of the body was the foreman, Oliver Frost, and 
with him were John Hawkins (is this the John Hawkings whom Kate Jane married, with the 
newspaper getting the name slightly wrong?), Ernest Carpenter, Albert Coombe, Metford 
Harris and William Cox.  Continued on page 20 
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Brent Knoll House Histories – Continued 
“The inspection began near the centre of the village, from thence to the river Axe, the 
principal outlet for the watercourse of this parish” (which, of course, it still is).  This time they 
did not go to the pub, but to the “residence of Mr. A. C. Coombe, where a luncheon was 
prepared.”  After some business discussions “Mr. Oliver T. Frost, in his usual humorous style, 
offered some very pleasing ‘tit bits,’ which greatly contributed to the delight of those 
present.”  Sounds as though Oliver was a bit of an all-round entertainer. 
Besides his role on the Jury of Sewers, or Dyke Reeves, Oliver is also mentioned in the press 
on a number of occasions in his role as a churchwarden.  One of the more unusual events 
when this happened, was the report of the Axbridge Petty sessions, in June 1883, when 
Maria Binning, wife of John Binning, a local farmer, was summoned for “unlawfully molesting 
and disturbing divine service at the South Brent Parish church on Sunday morning, the 3rd 
inst.”  Apparently Maria felt that a pew, occupied by a Mr. Young, was hers of right, as it had 
previously been owned by her grandfather and father and had been allotted to her sometime 
in the past.  It was reported that she had not attended this church for over a year, having 
regularly attended a Nonconformist place of worship.  Oliver Frost, in his role as 
churchwarden, stated that she had demanded a seat in Mr. William Young’s pew on three 
different occasions that morning, “at the same time rattling the door of the pew and 
shouting in a loud voice, ‘I will come in.’”  After authorising the sexton to put her in another 
pew, he related that she refused to go anywhere except her own pew (i.e., Mr, Young’s pew).  
Although her lawyer attempted to suggest that she had not been guilty of any criminal 
offence and was perfectly justified in demanding a seat in her own parish church, after being 
refused a seat in another pew, allotted in writing by the churchwardens.  The bench inflicted 
a fine of £1, and costs, after insisting that Maria assure them she would not repeat the 
disturbance again in the future. 
Another odd case at the magistrate’s court in 1892, involved an employee of Oliver Frost, 
Henry Young.  Someone named Emily Puddy, who lived in Crooked Lane, complained that she 
was returning home from Brent Knoll and, as she and her husband, Henry, were crossing a 
ditch, they noticed that a bridge had been pulled down.  Apparently, Henry Young came up 
and said, “I suppose you mean to say that I pulled the bridge down.”  He then knocked her 
husband down and struck her.  Her husband confirmed what she had said, but Henry pleaded 
not guilty and Oliver Frost, who employed Henry Young, “stated that he had always been a 
sober and industrious man.”  The case was dismissed, which sounds as though there was a lot 
more to this case than was reported in the press. 
Finally, this month, there were a couple of court cases involving Oliver Frost in 1894.  This 
may sound a little surprising, but they were not for serious crime.  Funnily enough, they both 
took place in June of that year.  In the first of the two cases he was fined 3s. 6d. (17½p) as 
costs for allowing pigs to stray on the highway on the 5th of June.  A police constable was the 
accuser, who stated that the pigs were straying in a drove and the cause of their being there 
was that a man drove them in front of himself.  The second case was held on the 27th of the 
same month, when he was fined 2s (10p), plus costs, for allowing cattle to stray on the 
highway.  Sounds as though he may have had fencing problems! 
 John Page (myrtle.bk@gmail.com) 
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News from Brent Knoll Community Shop 
Community Share Issue 
Having celebrated its first birthday, after opening as an “Emergency Shop” on 18th April 
2020, Brent Knoll’s Community Shop has now launched a community share issue. 
This is a legal requirement to meet the rules of the Financial Conduct Authority, which 
demands that Brent Knoll Community Shop Limited – a Community Benefit Society - holds 
its first Annual Members’ Meeting by the end of July. 
Shares are priced at £25 each, with every shareholder entitled to a vote and to stand for 
election to the Management Committee.   
Dr Niall Moore, Chairman of the shop’s Steering Group, explained:  “This share issue is 
focused on securing the maximum number of voting members, rather than on achieving any 
financial target. 
“Once we know whether the Parish Council is able to provide an alternative location to the 
current shop (which is being sold) we’ll know how much extra money we have to raise:  this 
could lead to the need for a further share-issue”, he added. 
At the time of Brent Knoll News going to press, more than 40 people had already signed up 
to be shareholding members.  The deadline for share applications is 15th July, with 
application forms available in the shop and via the website: 
https://www.brentknollcommunityshop.org/. 
Plans for the Annual Members’ Meeting will be governed by the Covid rules:  the hope 
is to arrange a meeting in the Parish Hall at 7pm on Thursday 22nd July, but this may 
have to become a Zoom meeting if the rules dictate. 
Volunteers Appeal 
Meanwhile, the shop team needs more volunteers to enable them to meet the customer 
demand for extended opening hours into the afternoon – especially now that the shop has a 
license to sell alcohol.   
Anyone willing to join the team is urged to register their interest in the shop or ‘phone Jamie 
Scanlon on 07824-368821.  Full training is provided – and it’s a fun team to join!. David 
Sturgess: 01278-760621 or   david.sturgess@tiscali.co.uk  
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Friends of St Michael’s Church News  
Sadly, our fundraising efforts at Rogationtide were blighted by 
the weather and the walk up the Knoll had to be cancelled.  
Last month I mentioned that the St Michael’s Banner had 
been completed by the Parish Banner Group.  Our Rector, 
Kevin Wright, blessed it at the end of the Pentecost Parish 
Eucharist on Sun 23rd May.  Afterwards TT and OT Magang 
processed the banner around the churchyard in a brief sunny 
spell.  At lunchtime it began to rain…. 
Sunday July 4th – Open Churchyard and Gardens – Last 
month I made the foolish statement that “If all goes to plan we 
should be free of Covid restrictions by this time…”  We have 
had to revise our plans significantly, particularly in relation to refreshments. 
Four gardens will be open - Ball Copse Hall, Dolphin Cottage, 154 Brent Street and Pen 
Orchard.  A ticket to visit all of these Gardens costs only £5.  
Registration will take place at the Church where there will be refreshments.  A Nature 
Trail will highlight the trees, shrubs, flowers and lichens in the churchyard.   
The Churchyard Trail is free but donations are invited. 
We would like to point out that Covid restrictions will limit the way that we handle money.  
We are obliged to register people who participate but very much hope that those 
who pay for the Garden Trail or Refreshments come with their money ready which 
will go directly into a donation box.  We don’t want to risk handling money if we 
can avoid it.   
We can also report that Brent Knoll Community Shop has agreed to sell tickets for 
Garden entry at their Coffee Morning on Saturday 26th June.  If you are not able to 
get to this, Tony Gilbert can be contacted on 760956.  If you do buy an entry ticket, we 
will still need you to check in at the Church to register for the event on the day 
under Covid regulations. 
Parking for the event will be in the lower part of Ball Copse Hall field.  Please avoid 
parking in Church Lane.  Those with walking difficulties can be dropped and picked up 
at the church steps, which will be our entrance for the day.  Exit for those on foot will be 
via the lychgate.  

We Look Forward to Seeing You 
 Rosemary and Ged Keele 
Meet and Eat 
Dear Meet and Eat friends.  It has been a long time since we have been able to meet to 
enjoy a meal together.  As the Road Map is still a little unclear and because key chefs 
have commitments, we have decided to plan a celebration for getting back together for 
Monday September 6th.  Please save the date.  If you have a friend or know anyone that 
would like to dine with us, please let us know.  We are missing you. 

Liz, Rosemary, Weit and Bella 
In the News 
1906 – July – George Langford and Tom Bush stole 4 Ducks from Edward Dibble of 
East Brent. 
 August – Mrs Isaac Neads 100th birthday, daughter of Mr Emery of Oakhill. 
 September – Party of 300 plus for Frank Body’s birthday. George Brown 
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A Letter from the Rector of The Parish of Three Saints 
Dear Friends, 
Striking stained-glass windows are a feature in many churches, whether ancient 
buildings or 21st century.  They play with the light.  These three village churches are no 
exception, and we have some wonderful examples.  The windows look stunning as the 
sun streams in during the day and cast coloured patterns on the walls and floor.  In the 
evening, as the internal lights shine out from the church, it looks warm and inviting.  
Stained glass however is primarily intended for viewing from inside.  

The tradition of making such windows goes back a long way.  As early 
as the fourth century, coloured glass was used to ornament church 
windows, but sadly materials were not resilient, and few examples 
survive.  It was not until the 12th century that making stained glass 
became an art form, like sculpture or painting.  The practice declined in 
the 17th and 18th centuries, but was revived in Victorian times.  Sadly, 
as a result of the reformation and various wars, many fine historic 
examples have been destroyed.  

Yet it was not only decoration.  Many theories about the meaning of individual stained-
glass windows have developed over time.  Some stained-glass artists believed that all 
they did was provide a beautiful image to adorn a church and tell a narrative story; or 
they may have seen themselves as creating visual sermons for churchgoers with 
teaching about bible stories and saints.  Other craftspeople created visual riddles to be 
solved with further biblical knowledge.  For a long time, such windows have been a good 
way of communicating aspect of the Christian faith from the Bible to everybody -- 
including those unable to read.  From the 15th to 17th centuries, stained glass windows 
were made particularly to create moralizing images.  This type of window does not 
necessarily tell a story, as much as depict a moral; many relate to the fall of mankind, or 
the great flood exploring the consequent outcomes of the bad choices people can make.  
Some are really quite explicit and graphic.  At the very least, stained-glass may include 
lots of colours, symbols and patterns that may tease the eye if not the mind. 
They are certainly intended to catch the eye of the faithful and others, who may be drawn 
to contemplate the faith they see depicted. 
Pop in to one of these village churches for a while (assuming we can resume our open-
door policy soon).  Sit in the quiet and be still.  Spend time looking at one of the windows 
and see if you can remember the story or character portrayed there.  Pray, open your 
heart, listen to God to see if He will speak to you through the imagery and colour.  
Yours in Christ, 
 

 Revd Kevin Wright, Rector, The Parish of Three Saints 

It’s 30MPH for a Reason 
The Brent Knoll News has bought a number of these 
stickers and they will be on sale through the village 
shop at a subsidised price of £1.  Purchases will be 
limited to 2 at a time, so as many people who want to, 
can benefit from this subsidised price, with 1/3 going to 
shop funds. 
Hopefully this will help to remind people of the limits and 
help reduce vehicle speeds.                                      Bob
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Local Crime Report 
May Report for Sedgemoor North West Area, which includes: 
Berrow, Brean, Brent Knoll, East Brent, East Huntspill, Eastertown, 
Lympsham, Pawlett, Rooksbridge, Stretcholt, Watchfield and West Huntspill. 

Crime Type 
 

Recorded: 
Apr 21 

Recorded: 
May 21 Trend Details 

Burglary - Residential 2 1 -1  
Burglary – Business - - -  
Drug Offences 3 1 -2  
Criminal Damage 2 3 +1  
Theft’s 5 5 -  
Public Order  4 9 +5  
Violence Against Person  15 16 +1  

ASB (Anti-Social Behaviour) Recorded: 
Apr 21 

Recorded: 
May 21 Trend Details 

Calls to either 101 or 999 
categorised as some form of (ASB) 20 30 +10  

PCSO 7675 Sam Piers 

Military Wives Choir Taunton 
We are looking forward to the visit by this choir to St. Michael’s Church on Saturday 
September 11th at 7pm.  Tickets costing £10 each will be available from Brent Knoll 
Community Shop from August 2nd or are available from Margaret Smith, 01278 760691. 
Taunton Military Wives choir is our local choir, it is one of 72 choirs in British military bases 
across the UK and overseas, the Military Wives Choirs is a charity that brings all women in 
the military community closer together and empowers them through singing.  The emphasis 
is on all women: the choirs contain wives of serving personnel, but also those currently 
serving, veterans, mothers, sisters and daughters, and others with a military connection.  
https://www.militarywiveschoirs.org/  https://www.facebook.com/TauntonMWC   
This concert will raise money for the running of our local churches together with the choir 
themselves. 
This will be the first post Pandemic concert by the choir who are looking forward to 
performing again. 
At the time of writing, the timetable for relaxation of Covid rules has just changed and we 
strongly hope this concert will take place, but are reliant on the choir being able to rehearse 
together beforehand. 
For any more details please phone Margaret on 760691. Mike and Margaret Smith 

30 MPH ? 
It's 30 MPH for a reason it’s said 
At 30 you’re only injured not dead 

Unless you’re a child being knocked right 
down 

Is 20 or 30 safe in our town? 
The volunteers want to uphold the law 

They would have upheld the red flag and 
four (mph) 

Surely we should try to make things safe 
And make our village a much nicer place 

More car parks spaced at a few hundred feet 
And double yellows all along Brent Street 
A mirror for safe exit from Church Lane 
If the hedge owner can't see it's a pain 
We all know it's just a matter of time 
Till a bonnet's stuck out over the line 

And a car comes along, hits it and skids 
Knocks down the barrier and injures our kids 

 
JMS 2021
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PARISH HALL COMMITTEE 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS for your DIARY 
  2nd Saturday Bazaar, Farmers’ Market and Parish Café 
31st July Music on the Green with “Kick the Cat” 
11th September Bazaar, Farmers’ Market and Parish Café 
19th October Harvest Supper  
Next meetings - Monday, 12th July & 9th August at 8pm in the “Jubilee Room” S Few 
Music on the Green 2021 
First the Bad news; Following the Government’s announcement to delay the unlocking of 
Covid restrictions earlier this week, and having taken advice, we have had to cancel the 
Music on the Green event on 17th July. 
Now the Good news, with the help and support of our helpers, Brent Knoll Parish Council 
and particularly the band “Kick the Cat”, we have been able to reschedule to a fortnight later 
on Saturday 31st July. 
For those who purchased/reserved tickets for the 17th; your tickets will remain valid for the 
31st, so if you are able to attend, just come along on the 31st with your ticket. 
For those who are unable to attend on the 31st, please return your tickets to where you 
bought them from and you will receive a full refund.  If that was from the Village shop, it 
would be most helpful if you could return them on either a Saturday or Sunday. 
In order that all feel safe, we will continue to limit the number of tickets sold, we had almost 
sold out, just before the announcement of the delay to the unlocking, so if you are unable to 
join us on the 31st, please return your tickets as soon as possible, so that we are able to 
resell them to others who wish to attend.  In the meantime, we will have a waiting list, should 
tickets become available. 
We are very sorry for any inconvenience, but unfortunately, we have had no alternative than 
to comply with the Covid restrictions. 
With any luck, we will all be able to get together to enjoy “Kick the Cat” on the 31st on the 
Village Green.  For further information contact Bob Filmer on 01278 760760. Bob 

More Memories of Brent Knoll Station 
I was interested to read the recollections of Tony Hill catching the train at Brent Knoll station. 
My Dad, Ronald Frost, and his brother, Eric, used to say that when they used to catch the 
train to Weston, they would see the semaphore signal go down from the breakfast table.  
They would then walk to the station (from Ham Farm) to arrive on the platform just as the 
train was pulling in, whether it was late or early! 
During the war, there were search lights, for a time, in the field opposite the Raffill's farm.  
The soldiers who ran the search lights, were billeted in the farm outbuildings.  Apparently 
they were allowed in the farmhouse, occasionally, for a bath!! 
During the course of the war, Eric noted that one cow was killed by a bomb.  The Luftwaffe 
would drop bombs diagonally across the railway tracks, to have the best chance of a direct hit. 
My Dad also used to recall riding bare back, the farm shire horse, "Robert" up to the Old 
Forge, to be shod.  Of course, crossing the railway bridge was a nerve wracking affair in 
case a steam train passed at the same time! 
As a boy in the 60s, I can remember collecting young chicks from the station, which we took 
home and kept warm with paraffin heaters. 
Of course, there was a signal box on the other side of the bridge (if only it could have been 
preserved!).  We often enjoyed a picnic in our "railway field" and watched the trains go by.  In 
those days, the semaphore signals were operated from the signal box, via a system of cables 
and pulleys.  You would hear when the signals went down, and knew a train would pass shortly.  
Nowadays, it is a real treat to see great steam locomotives still passing, on excursions down 
to Devon and Cornwall. Paul Frost 
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Drainage Board memories 
The following information was among records belonging to Mac Rich.  We understand that his 
father, Ralph Rich, was a member of the drainage board and checked the rhynes on horseback, 
whereas Mac and his colleagues walked the rhynes.  Mac resigned from the board at the end of 
1996 having served over 25 years.  
Lower Axe Drainage Board  
The first board members were elected on 4th April 1881.  It consisted of 19 members with 4 
commissioners elected by the members.  To be a member and have a vote, one of three 
possible qualifications was required.  
1. The owner of not less than 20 acres in the district  
2. Heir apparent of an owner with not less than 40 acres in the district  
3. The occupier of not less than 30 acres in the district  
The Brent Knoll rhyne system (a rhyne is a ditch maintained by the local drainage board) 
consists of several miles of rhynes which, before it was centralised in an office at Highbridge, 
consisted of 11 lots which were let by tender to be ditched (weeded and cleaned) each spring 
under the supervision of the local chairman with the title of “Dyke Reeves Foreman”.  
In September/October each year, the members of the board would view all the rhynes on 
horseback with a lunch of bread and cheese at an arranged venue, and, in the evening, would 
meet at the Red Cow or Fox & Goose for a grand meal and skittles and discuss any problems 
that had been reported.  
The rhyne cleaning is financed by a drainage rate on the land and the buildings which was 
collected by a rate collector.  There is no drainage rate levied on land above 50ft contour, the 
rain that falls on the hill has to be dealt with when it leaves the hill.  
The Brent Knoll area is from West Lane in Burton Row to the other side of the A38 at Sanders 
Garden World.  The rainwater coming off the hill alongside the previously named Woodlands 
Hotel along Church Lane under the road to Ivy Clad Hall.  It stays underground in pipes and 
culverts installed by various builders as the village has grown. It is on the side of the school and 
the hairdressers (previously Mrs Barnstaple’s Post Office), then it crosses the road and passes 
behind the old “New Inn”, to Battleborough Lane and open water to Sanders Garden World.  
Before the A38 at the Fox & Goose was altered, the rhyne crossed the road alongside the hotel 
and the Brent Knoll area finished at Cold Nose Gate, about 150 yards beyond the Fox & Goose. 
The hill behind the houses has many springs and clean water, which the houses and farms 
stored in wells for the own use until the late 1920’s and early 1930’s.  The rainwater between 
Church Lanes runs under the town gutter and has two culverts built with stones sides and flat 
stone slabs across the walls.  There is one culvert along the boundary of the entrance to Simons 
Oak and another near the tennis courts and flowing into the ditch alongside the school.  
Another route for the rain water from the hill, runs in open and covered lengths past the Red 
Cow, crosses the road to flow behind the Old Forge to Berrow Corner and Greystones and 
Middle Street.  The length was de-silted in the late 1940's entirely by hand labour, the covered 
parts were opened and they used a bucket on the end of a rope to remove the silt and in some 
instances it was left on the lawn of the houses.  
In the 1960’s, after heavy rain, the Red Cow and others were flooded and the Somerset 
Riverside Authority completed a scheme which included enlarging some culverts and 
straightening others from Middle Street all the way to the outlet at the River Axe, crossing the 
outlet being near the Ready Mix Concrete Works at Batch.  
The water level in the whole rhyne system is controlled by a sluice door just off the Railway Bridge 
at Batch, which is open in the winter and closed in the summer.  Water is pumped from the River 
Axe at Rhynemoor off the A370 beyond Copse Corner to maintain boundaries and provide drinking 
water for the grazing animals.  The land in the area is so level, the water is about the same height 
between Copse Corner at Lympsham and the footpath towards the railway crossing at Ivyclad Hall.  
A Chairman of the Lower Axe Drainage Board had a true saying, which some parts of the 
country that experience flooding problems should note “you cannot have mud and water in the 
same channel”.  By removing the mud and silt from a water course the capacity and efficiency of 
the system will remain and it may even improve. Mac & Jean Rich 



Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts



Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

G B Building & Maintenance
Conservation Builder

Historic, Listed and Traditional Methods
Lime Plastering; Stonework; Cob Walls

Lime Wash Paints; Brickwork

Telephone: Mr Gary Broom on
07776032289 or 01823283212

Listed Heritage Member

Tel: 07760 880552 
Mike Brookes

info@chimneycleaningcompany.co.uk 
www.chimneycleaningcompany.co.uk Company

The

Cleaning
Chimney



35

JULY/AUGUST BRENT KNOLL NEWS

35 
 

Your Summer Sudokus 
 Four Stripe Sudoku Easy 17 Clue Sudoku 

 

    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9 
 

A    4 3     
 

B   7 5         
C  5 8   9    
 

D 4 2   7  1   
 

E 1   2  6   3 
 

F   9  4   8 2 
 

G    7   3 2  
 

H      4 9   
 
J     6 3    

 

Klaus Brenner kindly provided the unusual shaped four stripe sudoku, which was very 
difficult to construct.  The 17-clue puzzle was a bit tricky last month, so I made it a bit easier 
this month!  
12 persons sent answers in last month.  Comments were “The 17 clue sudoku tweaked the 
brain a bit!” – “The Flower sudoku was not too tricky and the 17 clue one needed some 
thinking about.  Lovely.” – “Thanks David, both interesting and maybe I was lucky but 17clue 
layout removed several options making it easy to identify the 3 number groups.  All the best”. 
Solutions came from, Klaus Brenner, Pauline Chadwick, Christine Hall, Mac Hares, Liz 
Ibrahim, Chris Marsh, Frankie and Geoff New, Jan Phillips, John Spiers, Ted Toon and Jo 
Wright.  Please send your solutions to david@flockman.com or 48, Brent Street.David Filmer 
The solutions to last month’s Sudokus are below:- 
 Spring Flowers Sudoku 17 clue Moderate Sudoku 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Just for Fun – Puns for Fun 
You feel stuck with your debt if you can’t budge it. Sonja Moore 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

A       2  4 
 

B      1       
C     8     
 

D  2  4   5   
 

E     3  7   
 

F        8  
 

G 1   2     6 
 

H 8  6     1  
 
J    7      

    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9 
 

A 2 3 4 7 8 6 5 9 1 
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F 4 2 6 9 1 7 5 3 8 
 

G 2 9 7 4 3 1 6  5 
 

H 6 3 4 8 5 9 1 7 2 
 
J 5 1 8 2 7 6 4 9 3 
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Peach Slices 
Over the next few editions of the Brent Knoll News there will be a new entry called 
Peach slice.  This will illustrate some of the research undertaken as part of the St. 
Michael’s Church – Peach Project (Promoting Education About Church Heritage), 
which has been funded by the National Lottery Heritage Fund.  
Peach Slice - Occupations in Brent Knoll 1827 to 1841 
(Reigns of George IV and William IV) 
This month I have looked at St Michael’s Church baptismal records between 1827 
and 1841.  In the beautifully scripted entries, the occupation of the father of the baby 
that was baptised is given.  23 occupations are identified. 
Unsurprisingly, nearly 70% of the entries relate to farming - farmers (8) farm labourers 
(5), cattle dealer (1), drover (1) and auctioneer(1). 
Entries that relate to construction are carpenters (6) bricklayer (1), glazier (1), mason 
(1) and plasterer and tiler (1). 
There are single entries for publican, butcher and a baker but no candlestick maker, 
unless the tinman or tinker counts. 
Other occupations include 3 shoemakers (cordwainers) a tailor, a cooper who made 
barrels, and a coach maker.  3 entries are for schoolteachers and 1 for a surgeon. 
It would be interesting to compare this with the working population in Brent Knoll 
today. Rosemary Keele 

Lendology  
As we are gradually coming out of pandemic measures; meeting up with friends and 
families, we may find that households could be struggling financially with more things 
on which to spend our money.  With so many hours spent at home, it has easy to spot 
all those ‘little’ jobs that need doing around the house, but money could be tight.  That 
is where Lendology and Sedgemoor District Council could help.  We provide low 
interest loans to help homeowners to undertake essential repairs to their home.  

Whilst the Summer is still in front of us, it pays to plan 
ahead.  Keeping homes safe, warm and ready for 
Autumn and Winter, is key to good health across 
Sedgemoor.  A loan from Lendology can ensure homes 
are fully prepared, cold and wet weather – be it repairing 
a leaky roof, funding an efficient heating system, fitting 
good insulation to keep bills down, or ensuring electrics 
are safe and up-to-date.  There are a variety of home 
repairs and improvements covered under the scheme.   

A recent Sedgemoor homeowner who received a loan funded by Sedgemoor District 
Council and delivered by Lendology CIC said: “Everything from the initial survey to 
the communication and help we have received, has been excellent”. 
If you need to repair your home, it couldn’t be simpler to apply for a home 
improvement loan.  Just contact the team at Lendology direct on 01823 461099 or 
visit their website www.lendology.org.uk.  Claire Faun 
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WEDDING FAYRE
24 & 25 JULY 2021, 10AM - 4PM 
(Last entry 3pm)

Wedding suppliers showcasing their services 
in a beautiful wedding marquee. 
Explore the gardens - your perfect backdrop 
for wedding photographs. 
Refreshments and light bites available.
In association with Quantock Marquees.

www.canningtonwalledgardens.co.uk    01278 655042

FREE 
ENTRY

Heritage

Knowledge

Integrity

Serving Somerset for over 70 Years

18 College Street

Burnham-On-Sea

Somerset, TA8 1AE 

 

01278 782266

www.aandfproperty.co.uk

ESTATE AGENTS
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“Sether” 
Recently, while we were holidaying on the Isles of Scilly, we watched for ages as six 
gannets were diving close to the shore.  We could plainly see the black wing tips.  
What a spectacle! 

“Sether” (gannet) 
A clear cruel eye takes aim at nourishment 

So a point splits the air vigorously. 
The bow of two wings shoots at a target 

The Cornish name of the gannet – “Sether” literally means “archer” 
The Birds silhouette strongly suggests a drawn bow with an arrow ready to shoot! 
 Sally Wingate 

Somerset’s “Emergency Shop” Customers gather to 
Celebrate a Birthday and a Share Issue  
A year after opening as Somerset’s first 
“Emergency Shop”, Brent Knoll’s 
Community Shop was able to stage a 
Covid-permitted birthday event to launch 
their share-sale to recruit shareholding 
members. 
This coffee and cakes event also featured 
free glasses of Pimms, to celebrate their 
new alcohol licence.  Every purchaser of 
a raffle ticket qualified for a free glass of 
Pimms.  The winner of that raffle was Kim 
Willcox, the Brent Knoll village agent. 
This was the first time, in many months, that Brent Knoll residents were legally able to 
gather for a social event.  While abiding by Covid rules, the villagers made full use of 
the opportunity. 
“We were thrilled to see so many of our loyal customers grabbing the chance to 
socialise”, said David Sturgess, Secretary of Brent Knoll’s Community Shop. 
“We were equally delighted that most of them were keen to become shareholding 
members.  Right now, we are committed, by the rules of the Financial Conduct 
Authority, to issue shares and arrange our first Annual Members’ Meeting by the end 
of July”, he added. 
The shop-team’s plan is to stage that meeting at the Brent Knoll Parish Hall in July, 
when the current Government “Roadmap” should make this possible.  The alternative 
is to stage it as a Zoom meeting. 
“For more than a year, a team of volunteers has stepped in to provide a Community 
Shop, with the aim of also restoring our lost Post Office services and delivering a 
coffee-shop community hub.  We now need to share those aims with our new 
shareholding members, who will be eligible to both vote and stand for election to the 
Management Committee”, Mr Sturgess explained. 
Brent Knoll’s successful Community Shop has been featured on BBC Radio 4’s 
“World Tonight” programme, and has been highlighted as a case-study by the 
Plunkett Foundation. David Sturgess 
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Auction at Highbridge cheese market 

Postcards of Brent Knoll - 14 

This month’s postcard shows representatives of the leading industry of Brent Knoll for 
quite a long time.  In both 1897 and 1902 there were thirty-one farmers listed in Kelly’s 
Directory for Brent Knoll, which far exceeded any other occupation.  Additionally, there 
was a cattle dealer, a milk dealer and a dairyman, giving a strong clue as to the prevalent 
type of farming in the village.  The number of farmers had gone down to twenty-four by 
the start of the WWII, but the dairyman was still going strong, as was a dairy and a 
cheesemaker. 
Although milk and beef would have been important, there was probably also quite a lot of 
cheese made locally.  Although Cheddar was the 
traditional local cheese, another major cheese 
produced in this area was Caerphilly cheese.  
Exactly when that particular brand started in 
Somerset is a little uncertain, but here is an 
advertisement in a local paper in 1899 which 
clearly states that Caerphilly cheese is to be 
auctioned in Highbridge.  It was mainly used by 

miners in South Wales, who found it stayed fresh 
down in the mine, but the main production had by this 
time moved from Caerphilly to Somerset.  Its main 
benefit was that it matured within two to ten weeks, 
rather than the months or years required by Cheddar 
cheese, greatly improving cash flow for farmers.  
Note that the auctioneers are Body & Son, who lived in 
Brent Knoll and started the cheese market in 
Highbridge, which became the largest cheese market 
in the West Country. 

A final comment. Mary Frost once told me that the cheese factor who came annually to 
assess their cheese did so by standing on the cheese to check if it was ripe. John Page 
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Come and see us at Burnham Swim & Sports Academy, Berrow Rd

www.centralsomersetphysio.co.uk

Please visit us online or 
call to make a booking
01278 785221 

enquiries@centralsomersetphysio.co.uk

Chartered Physiotherapists Liz & Andy Gardner 
are HCPC & CSP registered 

to assess and treat a variety of injuries 
Sports injuries & massage

Acupuncture • Back pain & sciatica
Joint & muscle pains • Neck pain & headaches

Registered with all major insurance providers  
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Station Road, Brent Knoll  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Progress 
Due to unforeseen delays, the target completion date is now August 2021.  
The majority of properties are nearing completion, with the scaffolding removed from most.  
Many plots have kitchens and bathrooms fitted and are second fixed for plumbing, electric 
and carpentry, with wall tiling and floor coverings in place.  Full decorations have been 
undertaken on the first few plots and initial coats have commenced on the majority of plots.  
Solar panels are in place.  External works continue with ongoing works to the remainder of 
the gardens and service connections to the remaining plots. 
Plots 14/15 are slightly behind the others with the roof nearing completion and first fix 
underway internally. 
Monthly progress meetings continue to be held virtually and the Parish Council are updated 
after each meeting.. 

Marketing/Allocations 
Willow Tree Housing, in partnership with Sedgemoor District Council, launched the 
marketing of the Bakers Field properties in October 2020.   
The scheme includes the following properties: 
Open Market - 2 x 4 bed houses; 2 x 3 bed houses; and 2 x 2 bed houses 
Shared Ownership - 2 x 2 bed houses  
Affordable Rent - 1 x 4 bed house; 1 x 3 bed house; 1 x 2 bed house; 2 x 2 bed 
apartments; and 2 x 1 bed apartments 
The majority of the shared ownership and open market properties have now been reserved.  
One four bedroom open market property remains available at the current time.  If you are 
interested in this last remaining property, please call Westcoast Properties on 01278 
784884.  For further details on the affordable rented homes, please call Willow Tree Housing 
Partnership on 01934 750780. 

Further Updates - A further update will be provided in next month’s newsletter. 

BRENT KNOLL PARISH SURGERY 
The monthly Parish Surgery will be discontinued until meetings resume.  However, 
please do phone or email the clerk if you have any issues that you need to discuss. 

Owen J Cullwick, clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk  Mobile Tel 07917 445 215 
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Nature diary for July 
This year marked the forty fifth anniversary of my “100 birds in May”.  The idea is that I try 
to see 100 different species of bird during the month.  Most years I have reached the target.  
However, over the years, the populations of various bird species have changed.  Some have 
declined and others have increased.  Part of the reason for these changes has been brought 
about by the positive actions of nature conservation.  I thought it might be appropriate to 
review some of these changes. 
On May 1st I head straight for the RSPB and English Nature reserves of Ham Wall and 
Shapwick Heath, now known as the Avalon Marshes.  Over the past twenty years or so this 
area has been transformed from old peat workings into a premier birding site.  It now has 
one of the largest concentrations of breeding bitterns in the country.  Great white egrets 
bred there in 2012 are now common.  The large expanses of open water attract hobbies on 
migration as they feed on the early emerging dragonflies. 
Steart Marshes is another stunning conservation success.  The newly created marshes soon 
attracted wintering avocets.  They now breed there, and there were at least a hundred birds 
at the nesting site when we visited.  The site had also attracted a spoonbill on the day that 
we visited.  Note the “we”, because this annual exercise involves Rosemary as well.  We try 
to set up trips, and even short holidays, to visit good birding sites that we both enjoy visiting.  
The difficulty this year has been the limitations imposed by lockdown rules.  Luckily the stay 
local restriction ended after Easter which meant that Avalon and Steart Marshes were “in 
bounds”.  Caravan sites opened on May 17th so we booked a short break in the last week of 
the month at St David’s in Pembroke.  Seabirds breed on the islands around the coast, so 
we also booked a boat trip around Ramsey Island.  The RSPB own the island and have run 
a campaign to eliminate rats in the hope that puffins could return to breed in the rabbit 
burrows that abound on the island.  There are no more rats but sadly the puffins have not 
returned. 
But back to the local birding scene around Brent Knoll, which now includes ravens and 
buzzards aplenty.  This was not the case in 1975.  At that time both species were in decline, 
and the last pair of ravens in Somerset was at Brean Down.  The return of both species has 
been extraordinary, but it's not clear why they are now so common in Somerset.  The 
extension of the range of the red kite that was reintroduced into the Chiltern Hills in the 
1980s is also remarkable.  I haven't seen one this May but sightings over Brent Knoll are 
now a regular occurrence. 
So, conservation and natural regeneration have made some bird sightings easier, but the 
losses have also been significant.  Skylarks, yellowhammers, cuckoos and some finches 
such as greenfinch and chaffinch have declined through loss of habitat and disease.  
Bullfinches are also very scarce nowadays. 
So, how did this year's May birdwatch end?  Simple, by cheating and extending the exercise 
for a couple of days into June…  Pembroke had disappointed slightly, and when we left the 
total stood at 96.  A number of woodland species were missing.  A visit to the Quantocks 
yielded two of these, nuthatch and redstart.  Then Rosemary suggested that it would be 
reasonable to extend the birdwatch into June to cover our holiday with the grandchildren in 
south Devon.  I secretly hoped to see a cirl bunting, which is a rare breeding bird rather like 
a small yellowhammer with a black moustache.  It has a very restricted range along this 
South Devon coastline and conservation efforts to halt its decline have been successful. 
The grandchildren were out canoeing, so I took the opportunity to do some birdwatching.  To 
my delight, I caught a brief but unmistakable sighting of a male cirl bunting, and, half an hour 
later, a spotted flycatcher.  Ton up!  The verdict on the state of bird conservation?  You win 
some, and you lose some.  Sadly, the evidence points to an overall drop in bird numbers 
during the past 45 years. Ged 
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 BY GEORGE Ltd! 

 302969 Brent Knoll  
 Small Jobs - dripping taps - leaking toilets, Outside 

taps, Shower replacements, etc. 
 Gas boiler replacement, radiators & System Upgrades 
 Boiler servicing 

Tel:  07813 321 197 
Company number: 9523398 
A company registered in England & Wales 
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• Touring Caravans, Motorhomes & Tents 
• WIFI

 • Fully equipped holiday cottages also 
available for house moves, relocation

 • Seasonal & Part Seasonal Pitches Available 
• Used touring caravans for sale

 • Secure Caravan Storage CaSSOA Gold 
Registered (G&S Storage)

Near Weston-Super-Mare,  
Burnham-on-Sea & Cheddar

Country Retreat Set in 
the Heart of Somerset

Phone: 01934 750298
Email: dfhp@btconnect.com

www.dulhornfarmholidaypark.co.uk

DulhornHoliday DulhornFarmHP

a5-landscape.indd   1 07/12/2017   22:03
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Brent Knoll Weather Report – May 2021 
Last month I wrote about the cold and sunny April, and this month I’m going to 
write about the cold and not-so-sunny May – it did redeem itself a little in the 
last few days, but overall, May was a chilly and cloudy month.  Whereas 
April’s cold was a result of persistent high pressure, May’s weather had more 
to do with our old friends, the Atlantic lows. 
The month began with low pressure moving east across Scandinavia, drawing 
cold air across the North Atlantic and into the UK.  The temperature dropped 
to freezing early on the 1st, followed by showers in the unsettled polar air during the 
afternoon.  That night, the skies cleared and the breeze dropped, and with cold air 
already in place, the temperature dropped to -1.3C around dawn on the 2nd.  Although 
ground frosts are not unusual in early May (as any gardener will tell you), air frosts 
are rare here – this was the first I have recorded.  May was not off to an auspicious 
start. 
On the 3rd, the Atlantic weather systems got down to business with a lively low, 
moving quickly east across the middle of the UK, bringing squally rain and a gusty 
south-westerly for the following few days.  Although there were no more air frosts, the 
wind originated in the cold North Atlantic, and temperatures were still below normal 
for early May. 
The 7th brought a brief respite as a ridge of high pressure from the south allowed us 
some sunshine, but another Atlantic low was approaching the west of Ireland.  This 
system was blocked by high pressure over Europe and remained to our west for a few 
days, drawing in a milder south-westerly airstream, but also producing cloud and rain 
– this was the wettest period of the month.  On the 13th, a lively low moved up the 
English Channel bringing heavy rain to Devon, and on the 16th, a low, moving across 
the south of England, drew very unsettled Arctic air across the Atlantic – this resulted 
in several funnel-clouds (mini-tornadoes) being reported around the area. 
Another ridge of high pressure brought us a short break from the lows on the 19th, but 
the wind returned during the morning of the 20th as a deep low moved into Ireland, 
and across the UK the following day.  This was the windiest spell of the month, which 
might have had something to do with a collapsed garden wall in the village. 
Finally, on the 27th, an area of high pressure moved into southern England from 
France, then drifted a little way east to take up residence in the North Sea until the 
end of the month.  The wind dropped, and the sun shone, reaching 19.9C on the 27th 
– not at all unusual for May, but after a long cold and dull spell, it felt positively 
tropical.  On the 28th a low, west of Ireland pushed in some cloud and a very light 
shower, but it was blocked by the high over the North Sea, and May ended with some 
welcome sunshine and, at last, some reasonable temperatures with a maximum of 
24.0C on the 31st. 
Rainfall for May came to 79.8mm, well above average for May, but not as wet as 
some parts of the country.  The average temperature was 10.8C, a degree or so 
below normal and matching the May 2013 figure in the cold spring of that year. 
Talking of Spring – this year it was not quite as chilly as 2013, but the average 
temperature of 8.6C was well below normal.  Rainfall came to 142.0mm, which is in 
the middle of the normal range, with the rather wet May being offset by below-
average totals for March and April. Stephen Baggs; www.knollweather.co.uk 
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Useful Village Contacts: Contact e-mail Telephone 
St Michael’s Church, Brent Knoll Revd. Kevin Wright priest.tpots@gmail.com 760844 
Parochial Church Council, Secretary, Carole Carter  office.tpots@gmail.com 769082 
Church Administrator Carole Carter  office.tpots@gmail.com 769082 
Church Warden Miss Frances James  760287 
 Mike Smith   760691 
Church Cleaners Weit Harper  760803 
Church Flowers Mrs Marion Vining  760612 
Poppy Organiser Mrs Sally Wingate  760610 
Brass Cleaners Miss Frances James  760287 
Methodist Church,  Revd. Steve Bennett steve.bennett@methodist.org.uk 784808 
 Janet Southwell  760445 
Baptist Church: Burnham, College St. Revd. Steve Ayers  783920 
Catholic Church: Burnham & Bridgwater Father Frank Wainwright, 422703 
Member of Parliament James Heappey James.heappey.mp@parliament.uk  01749 343255 
County Councillor Bob Filmer   BFilmer@somerset.gov.uk 760760 
District Councillor Bob Filmer   bob.filmer@sedgemoor.gov.uk 760760 
 Andrew Gilling  andrew.gilling@sedgemoor.gov.uk 01934 750580 
Parish Council, Clerk Owen Cullwick clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk  07917 445215 
 Chairman  Colin Townsend colinstownsend@me.com 760226 
 Planning enquiries Andrea Hurkett andreah@sentinor.com 760099 
 Footpath Contact  Cynthia Trivett–Bill cynthia.trivett.bill@googlemail.com  760198 
Parish Hall Booking Secretary  Jenny Butters  jennybutters23@gmail.com 760477 
 Bazaar  Eddie Fuller  eddie77_elaine@btinternet.com 760308 
 Chairman  Bob Filmer  bob@flockman.com 760760 
 Secretary  Sandra Few  sjfizzard@aol.com 760451 
Doctor  Dr S L Aung   760313 
NHS Non-Emergency Urgent Medical Helpline        111 
Western Power Distribution Power Cut?  105 
WRVS Prescription Service   760313 
Brent Knoll Primary School Chris Burman office@brentknoll.somerset.sch.uk  760546 
Brent Knoll Primary Pre-School Hayley Richens office@brentknoll.somerset.gov.uk  760546 
Toddlers Group   Jane Hannah timothyhannah@aol.com 760629 
Village Shop     760225 
Village Post Office (Sub-Postmaster)    
Brent Knoll News, Production Editor  Bob Filmer bob@flockman.com 760760 
 Distribution  Elaine & Eddie Fuller eddie77_elaine@btinternet.com 760308 
Police PCSO 7675  Sam Piers Sam.piers@avonandsomerset.police.uk  07889 655184 
Police Non-Emergency Number         101 
Rhyne Problems   Lower Axe Draining Board 789906 
Village Agent  Kim Wilcox  Kim@Somersetrcc.org.uk 07943 555519 
National Trust Honorary Ranger Ged Keele   769010 
Village Societies:  
All-Sorts Community Choir Sue Toon sue.toon@btinternet.com 760753 
Brent Amateur Dramatics (BAD)  Sarah Joyce   787493 
Conservative Branch  Bob Filmer  bob@flockman.com 760760 
Ecumenical Group  Revd. Margaret Trapp   760573 
Good Companions  Mrs Ann Robson   760981 
Guides/Brownies/Rainbows Jane Sinnott  jane_bkg@hotmail.co.uk  
Royal British Legion  Rod Southwell   760445 
Short Mat Bowling Club Alan Castle   760424 
Table Tennis Club  John Mathews  07414 868333 
Tennis Club   Alison Hillyer   01934 815407 
Women’s Institute  Janet Southwell   760445 
Women’s Society  Julie Baker   751229 
E&OE 
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BUYING SHARES IN BRENT KNOLL 
COMMUNITY SHOP LIMITED 

 
I wish to become a shareholder in Brent Knoll Community 
Shop Limited, and become a voting member. 
 
Name: 
 
Address: 
 
 
 
 
Email address: 
 
Telephone number: 
 
I wish to buy (please specify the number of £25 shares): 
 
                      Shares at £25 each; 
 
Payment: 
 
o You can write a cheque (made payable to Brent Knoll 
Community Shop Limited), and take it to the shop (with this 
completed form) or send them to: 
o Brent Knoll Community Shop Limited, 14 Brent Street, Brent 
Knoll, Highbridge, Somerset, TA9 4DU; 
o Or you can arrange a bank transfer to our savings account: 
o Co-Operative Bank; 
o Account No:  67197697 
o Sort Code: 089299   
 
EITHER WAY, PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM AND DROP IT 

INTO THE SHOP – OR GO TO THE WEBSITE TO READ THE 
FULL SHARE-ISSUE DOCUMENT, BUSINESS PLAN, TRADING 

FIGURES, AND MODEL RULES: 
https://www.brentknollcommunityshop.org 
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Friends of St Michael’s Church 
 

Open Gardens and Churchyard 
in Brent Knoll 

 

SUNDAY July 4th from 1-5pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Open Gardens - £5 adults 
Churchyard nature trails and exhibition – Free  

(donations invited) 
 

Refreshments at St Michael’s Church 
(Covid rules permitting – check website for event details) 

 

St Michael’s Church is participating in the Wilder Churches initiative set up by 
Bath and Wells Diocese and the Somerset Wildlife Trust 

 

Visit Brent Knoll to enjoy local gardens and a series of nature trails in 
the churchyard to suit all ages 

TICKETS for Open Gardens at St Michael’s Church 
 
 

Just for Fun – Crossword - Answers 
Across  -   
  1) Biographies 
  8) Leak  
10) Tootling 
11) Gene 
12) Meet 
13) Lot 
15) Sett 
16) Tallow 
20) Robed 
22) Idles 
 
 

 
23) Orals 
24) Strap 
25) Teams 
29) Yields 
33) Oars 
34) Dye 
35) Icon 
37) Noel 
38) Stubborn 
39) Rote 
40) Happy 
Ending 

Down  - 
  2) Image 
  3) Retell 
  4) Pronto 
  5) Exited 
  6) Llama 
  7) Agate 
  9) Kettle 
14) Old Bailey 
17) Waist 
18) Goats 
 
 

 
19) Jemmy 
21) Dopey 
26) Easier 
27) Boost 
28) Trauma 
30) Idiocy 
31) Lennon 
32) Enter 
36) Clown 
 

 Roy Ainsworth 
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Weston Hospicecare’s Summer Fayre 
Meet with Sooty, explore old busses, take part in a mystery tour 
and enjoy animal encounters at Weston Hospicecare’s upcoming Summer Fayre.  
Weston Hospicecare is delighted to announce the return of a Summer Fayre on 
Saturday 31st July.  
It will take place at Slimeridge Farm on Links Road in Uphill and will feature some 
incredible family activities such as mystery bus tours, farm animal encounters and a 
chance to meet with Sooty, from Sooty and Sweep. 
There will be no entry fee to the event but supporters will be asked to make a 
donation upon entry.  
The hospice is also thrilled to be supported by JJP Holdings which is providing the 
venue, animal encounters, bus displays and rides.  
The charities’ Director of Fundraising, Mark Flower, says “It is so nice to be able to 
welcome back our incredible supporters to community fundraising events such as 
this. 
“We can’t thank Jonathan and his family at Slimeridge Farm and JJP Holdings 
enough for their generosity and support after what has been an incredibly tough time.  
“It promises to be an amazing event with some superb activities on offer too.” 
Parking will be available to supporters who attend the event, with details to be 
announced in due course.  
For more information about the Summer Fayre, visit www.westonhospicecare.org.uk. 
 Harry Cardno 
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Berrow and Brean Good Neighbours 
I have been working with the Berrow and Brean residents 
over the last year and, following questionnaires, ‘The Good 
Neighbours Group’ was formed, to reach out to those who are 
lonely and isolated in the community.  A Welcome Booklet was created to be given to 
anyone moving into the area, containing all the information about services and organisations 
within Berrow and Brean. 
The second and major initiative, was to start Community Hubs and Cafes in both villages 
with other organisations attending to offer support and to provide help.  The Berrow 
Community Hub and Café will open on 20th July at 1pm at Berrow Village Hall and continue 
weekly on a Tuesday afternoon from 1-3pm.  The Brean Community Hub and Café will open 
on 22nd July at 1pm in Brean Village Hall, and will continue weekly on a Thursday afternoon 
from 1-3pm. 
Everyone is welcome, so please pop along to meet the team and have a coffee and a chat. 
Any questions, then please do not hesitate to contact me.  Kim Wilcox Village Agent 
07943555519 or kim@somersetrcc.org.uk. Kim Wilcox 
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BRENT KNOLL VILLAGE 

SCARECROW WEEKEND 

18th & 19th September 2021 

DIARYS OUT EVERYONE!!! POP THESE DATES IN AND GET YOUR THINKING CAPS ON!!!   

2020 AND 2021 have certainly given us some challenges and we have all had to adjust to a very 
different way of life.  Lots of village events have been cancelled, but as the Scarecrow Weekend 
is in September we feel .... 

THE SHOW MUST GO ON!!! 
As a village, let’s all get behind this and make this the best thing to happen in 2021.  Making your 
scarecrow could be a great family and friends project.  We will, of course, heed advice from the 
government with regard to the latest guidance to enable us to organise the event as safely as 
possible for all to enjoy. 

The past 9 years we had an absolutely fantastic response from the village with approximately 60 
scarecrows each year, and the atmosphere in the village over the weekend has been fabulous. If 
you are new to the village, we ask you to join in and either make your own scarecrow or 
participate in the trail  -  you are really in for a treat! 

We would very much appreciate your support and enthusiasm for the event again this year. 

Our theme this year is 

 

‘‘NUM8ER5”  
 

Think of a film, book, Royalty, TV character/programme, song, band, event, saying or 
children’s rhyme which includes a number or a numerical reference. Here’s some inspiration; 
Oceans 11, 007, 3 times a lady, Richard III, One Direction, Catch 22, 12345 Once I caught a 
fish alive – There are so many to choose from, so start NUM8ER crunching!! and see what you 
and your family can think of.  

With the possibility of winning over £125 in prizes as well as supporting our local rainbow, 
brownie & guide groups, it’s a struggle to find a good reason not to take part in this Scarecrow 
Trail. 

And it’s FREE to enter!!  So go on, together with your family or group, put your thinking caps on; 
search the house, for ideas, reminisce or browse the internet, choose your character and send in 
your entry form.    Note: Entries must be returned to Jane Sinnott no later than Saturday 1st 
August 2021.  Please don’t delay, once you have an idea get your entry in!!  We will accept any 
late entries but cannot guarantee they will be on the maps and trail sheets. 

Newbie to the village or not entered before?  This could be your year!  Join in the fun!  If you 
have any queries with regard to the arrangements, need ideas or need to know how to make or 
position your scarecrow, please contact the organisers – we will be happy to help!  Remember to 
keep your entry a secret – ready for the big reveal on the Saturday morning. 

FULL DETAILS AND PHOTOS OF PREVIOUS YEARS ON THE BK SCARECROW WEBSITE 
http://brentknollscarecrows.weebly.com. 

Little tip - GET YOUR ENTRY IN AS SOON AS YOU KNOW WHAT YOU WANT TO DO!! 

Characters will be reserved on receipt of completed entry forms.  If your chosen character has 
already been reserved, we will contact you on receipt of your application so you can choose an 
alternative. 
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PRIZES AND SPONSORS 
Best Scarecrows chosen by the judges 

£50 first prize  
£30 second prize  
£20 third prize  

For the Trail Prize 
£25 prize for one lucky winner 

We hope everyone in the village will take part in this event by either making their own scarecrow 
or taking part in the trail.  

Brent Knoll Scarecrow Trail - Rules and Guidelines 
The competition and trail will run from the 18th September to  19th September 2021 – 10am – 
4pm each day.  Scarecrow entries, however, must be in by 1st August 2021.  Scarecrows need to 
be visible each day of the Trail from 9.30am to 4.30pm.   
Organisations and families entering a scarecrow in the competition, should do their best to 
maintain their scarecrow in good condition throughout the trail.  It is recommended that 
scarecrows in the front gardens of private houses are set back from their front boundary fences 
to minimize the risk of vandalism.  The organisers take no responsibility for any damage to 
property or scarecrows.  If you wish to restrict access to your property, please erect a notice to 
that effect at the front boundary of your property. (People following the trail are unlikely to pass 
through gates, but may well walk up open driveways.)  Commercial premises may wish to display 
their scarecrow either standing or seated outside during the hours they are open, and in the 
window when closed. 
The organisers will provide a laminated A4 poster that must be displayed with your scarecrow.   
The organisers will take photographs of all the registered scarecrows during the two days of the 
Trail.  Registration of a scarecrow permits the trail organizers to use these photographs for 
publicity purposes. 
The first prize for the best scarecrow is £50, the second prize is £30 and the third prize is £20.  
The prize for the completed trail sheets (drawn from a hat if more than one correct entry) is £25.  
All prizes are accompanied by a certificate and decided by a panel of judges chosen by the 
organisers.  The judge’s decision will be final and there can be no dispute.  The prize winners will 
be announced in the Parish Hall on Saturday 18th September at 3pm. 
The theme this year is “NUM8ER5”.  Characters will be reserved on receipt of completed entry 
forms.  If your chosen character has already been reserved, we will contact you on receipt of 
your application so you can choose an alternative.  All scarecrows should be approximately one 
and a half to two metres tall and props may be used.  Thought should be given to how well 
materials used might weather during the weekend.  See the simple scarecrow-building guide for 
some helpful hints on the Scarecrow website.   
Entry is open to any household in Brent Knoll village and any organisations or businesses in the 
village.  This year, we will welcome entries to anyone living outside of the village but who has a 
connection with the village (work or attend a club in the village, children attend Brent Knoll 
School, and Pre-School, Guides, Brownies or Rainbows).  If you need a location to display your 
scarecrows, please contact the organisers for details on display locations.   
Completed entry forms must be submitted no later than 1st August 2021.  Priority will be given to 
early applicants should we have to limit the numbers.  If you have any further questions, please 
text Jane Sinnott on 07929939270 or email:  jane_bkg@hotmail.co.uk. 
Website for further information:  http://brentknollscarecrows.weebly.com 
Facebook: Brent Knoll Scarecrow Trail 
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Brent Knoll Scarecrow Trail 2021 

Entry Form 

 

 

Name.............................................................Family name, business, organisation or group 

 

Contact Name .................................................if business, organisation or  group 

 

Address ........................................................................................................ 

 

............................................................................... Post Code ..................... 

 

Telephone Number ..................................  Email address: ..................................... 

 

 
 
Scarecrow Name ..................................................................................... 
 
 
NUM8ER5 .............................................................................................. 
 
 
 

My/our scarecrow *will/will not be displayed at the above address.  If not, please give details of  

Address or request location................................................................................... 

 

I/we have read and fully understand the rules and guidelines of the competition. 
 

 

Signed ....................................................................    Date ........................... 

Please return this form to Jane Sinnott by 

email: jane_bkg@hotmail.co.uk or text 07929939270 by 1st August 2021 latest. 

We will acknowledge receipt of your entry.  If you have not heard from us within 48 hours, 
please contact us again.  Thank you. 
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St. Michael’s Church Brent Knoll 
Saturday September 11th at 7pm 

   
   

 
             Taunton 
With special local guest 

TIM DEAN 
Bar available 

Tickets £10.00 from BK Community Shop or 
Margaret Smith on 01278 760691  

In aid of St. Michaels Church, Parish of Three Saints 
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Diary for July Page 
  2nd Mobile Library [Friday] Village Shop   9.30-10.10am  
  4th Open Churchyard and Gardens St Michael’s Church   1.00-5pm 24,51 
  7th SORT IT+ Recycling Your House   Early!!  
  7th World Chocolate Day!! 
12th Parish Hall Committee meeting Jubilee Room   8.00pm 31 
14th Recycling, Green Waste & Rubbish Your House   Early!!  
15th Deadline for Community Shop Share Offer Village Shop  23 
20th Berrow Community Café [Every Tuesday] Berrow Village Hall   1.00-3.00pm 53 
21st SORT IT+ Recycling Your House   Early!!  
21st Parish Council – Public Session Village Green    7.00pm  
Parish Council Meeting or Harris Room to follow immediately 
22nd Brean Community Café [Every Thursday] Brean Village Hall   1.00-3.00pm 53 
22nd Community Shop Annual Member Meeting Harris Room   7.00pm 23 
28th Recycling, Green Waste & Rubbish Your House   Early!!  
30th Mobile Library [Friday] Village Shop   9.30-10.10am 
31st Weston Hospicecare Summer Fayre Slimeridge Farm  52 
31st Music on the Green – “Kick the Cat” Village Green   7.30pm 31,53 
August 
  1st Deadline for Scarecrow Weekend entries Jane Sinnott  54 
  4th SORT IT+ Recycling Your House   Early!!  
  9th Parish Hall Committee meeting Jubilee Room   8.00pm 31 
11th Recycling, Green Waste & Rubbish Your House   Early!!  
11th Women’s Institute Harris Room   2.30pm 16 
15th Deadline for September Brent Knoll News 12.00 noon 58 
18th SORT IT+ Recycling Your House   Early!!  
25th Recycling, Green Waste & Rubbish Your House   Early!!  
27th Mobile Library [Friday] Village Shop   9.30-10.10am 

POSTAL Subscription 
The Brent Knoll News is available by post for those outside the village.  All you need 
to do is to send name and address together with a cheque for £15 (incl. UK postage), 
to the editor, payable to “Brent Knoll News” and we’ll do the rest.  You could even 
give it as a present! 

Why not contribute to YOUR Village Magazine!! 
Do you have a pastime or hobby that you think others would find interesting?  Then 
why not share it with the village?  We publish most items and others may find your 
article interesting. 
Deadline for the Joint September 2021 Issue –  
All contributions to be received by noon on Sunday 15th August, to:- 
bob@flockman.com  The Brent Knoll News welcomes all contributions.  Views 
expressed are those of individual contributors and do not necessarily reflect the view 
of the editor or the standpoint of the Brent Knoll News.  The Editor reserves the right 
to edit or amend any contribution. 
BRENT KNOLL VILLAGE WEBSITE: www.brentknollvillage.co.uk 
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